MEMO

TO:  Concerned Individuals

FROM:   Henry Shovic, Cerro Grande Fire Area GIS Coordinator

RE:  Digital Geographic Data Publication

Date:  June 16, 2000

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Cerro Grande Wildfire was nationwide in impact and visibility.  It caused damage to over 200 homes and to the facilities of the Los Alamos National Laboratory.   Its indirect effects will be felt for years, in terms of flood potential and the expensive efforts required to protect critical resources.  

The Incident Command utilized Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to help control the fire, predict its effects on soils and other resources, analyze potential flooding, prepare effective rehabilitation measures, and to monitor progress in implementation. Four GIS centers operated during and after the incident, each producing analytical products at a prodigious rate.  Numerous cooperating specialists in other locations provided data. See documentation on the CD for persons involved in creation of data and analysis.  

Because fire organizations are inherently transient, there is a risk of losing these analyses, data and, maps, since GIS data is complex and recovery costs are high.  There were at least eight separate computers, so there is potential for overlap, duplication, and version conflicts.  Metadata was not always kept.  GIS technicians cycled in and out of these organizations every two weeks.   Also, during my assignment here I received hourly requests for products, data, or maps. We recognized a significant possibility of data loss and potential operational problems since analysis in support of rehabilitation efforts was continuing on an emergency basis.   Therefore we spent significant time recovering data from computers, organizing it, archiving, and making it available in a logical system in a very short time frame.  

The enclosed CD’s represent a summary of our efforts.  The first (MAPCD) has electronic versions of many of the maps published during and after the fire.  The second (GEODATACD) has many of the data files used.  However, these two CD’s represent only a small part of the gathered data set.  There are almost eight gB of data on 24 CD’s that have many additional files, maps, ARCVIEW projects, spatial data sets, and analytical documents.  I developed a searchable index and have included it on the CD.

CONTINUING SERVICES:  LANL has agreed to archive the MAPCD and GEODATACD, and make available data for distribution after the I leave.  LANL intends to serve this data over the INTERNET, but for the short term contact these people for individual data sets.  Contact Site Planning and Development Group, PM-1 [Joan Stockum (505 665 4155) or Mona Valencia (505 665 8764)] for data or maps. Steve Lloyd (505 660 0295) is the LANL contact for GIS.  Al Sandoval (505 438 7809) [GIS coordinator] is the contact for the Santa Fe National Forest.

Henry F. Shovic

Interagency Spatial Analysis Center (ISAC) on the Gallatin National Forest

Hshovic@fs.fed.us   Phone 406 587 6714

